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BREAKING THE CYCLE: 
Trauma-Informed Responses to Domestic & Sexual Violence
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018, CrossPointe Conference Center, Christiansburg, VA
Friday, Oct. 5, 2018, Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center, Abingdon, VA
             

8:00 am	 Check-In & Late Registration						    

8:45 am	 Welcome & Introductions						    
		  Larry T. Harley, Esq., Executive Director, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

9:00 am	 Opening Plenary: Keynote						    
		  A Call to Connection: Making Trauma Personal
		  Dr. Allison Sampson-Jackson, CEO, Integration Solutions, Inc., Chesterfield, VA

10:15 am	 Break

10:30 am	 Breakout Sessions (choose one)

		  1)  Building Community Resilience: The Johnson City, Tennessee Experience  
		       Becky Haas, Coordinator, Community Crime Prevention Programs, 
		       	 Johnson City, TN
		       Andrea “Andi” Clements, Professor & Assistant Chair, Department of Psychology, E.T.S.U.

		  2)  Sexual Assault in Our Culture: Confronting Realities and Addressing Effects
		        Roger Canaff & C.T. Moulton, Justice 3D, Richmond, VA

		  3)  Economic Justice: Accessing Civil Remedies for Survivors
		       Susan Richardson, Esq., Managing Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
		       Mona A. Raza, Esq., Staff Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

11:45 am	 Lunch (provided)
							              		
12:45 pm	 Breakout Sessions (choose one)

		  1)  Investigating Sexual Assault: Tools, Techniques, and Empathy Based Interrogation (EBI)		
                      	       Roger Canaff & C.T. Moulton, Justice 3D, Richmond, VA		

		  2)  Domestic & Sexual Violence Simulations
		        Oct. 4:  
		        In the Shoes of a Sexual Assault Victim
        		        Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley, Radford, VA 
		        Oct. 5:  
		        Why Don’t They Just Leave? An Intensive Domestic Violence Simulation Experience-Part 1
        		        Abuse Alternatives, Inc., Bristol TN/VA

 
EVENT VENUES
for Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018:

CrossPointe Conference 
Center, 936 Life Drive, #45
Christiansburg, VA 
CrossPointe Conference Center is 
located just off I-81, Exit 114. After 
exiting the interstate, travel VA-8 
towards Floyd for approximately 
0.25 miles. Turn left onto Ijaz Road/
Life Drive (State Route 1295). 
In 0.23 miles, stay straight to      
continue on Life Drive, proceed 
with the white horse fences on 
both sides of the road. 
Park in the parking lot adjacent to 
The Bridge Auditorium. Directional 
signs will be posted.

for Friday, Oct. 5, 2018:

Southwest Virginia Higher 
Education Center, One 
Partnership Circle, Abingdon, VA 
Southwest Virginia Higher Educa-
tion Center is located just off I-81, 
Exit 14. After exiting the interstate, 
travel north on Old Jonesboro 
Road for 0.3 miles. At the traffic 
light, turn right onto  VHCC Drive 
(0.4 miles). VHCC Drive becomes 
French Moore, Jr. Boulevard (0.2 
miles). Turn left onto Partnership 
Circle. There is a large sign that 
says HirEd. Ample parking is avail-
able adjacent to the building.
Campus maps are available for 
download for both venues.



CONFERENCE
MATERIALS
Registered participants will receive 
instructions by e-mail on where 
and how to access conference    
materials online prior to the 
conference. If you prefer hard 
copy printouts, please plan on 
bringing your own copies. Hand-
outs will not be distributed at the 
conference.

CONTINUING
EDUCATION 
CREDITS
Continuing education credits 
(CLEs) are pending for attorneys, 
magistrates, and clerks, as are 
PIC-3 credits for law enforcement 
professionals.

REGISTRATION
Online registration is strongly 
encouraged. To register, visit   
https://swvalegalaid.regfox.com/
breaking-the-cycle
For best rate, register by the 
Advance Registration Deadline of 
Sept. 20, 2018. 
To register by mail, complete and 
submit the form on page 9 of this 
brochure, along with your check 
made payable to Southwest 
Virginia Legal Aid, to:  SVLAS, 227 
W. Cherry St., Marion, VA 24354. 
Registrations will not be accepted 
by phone. 

CANCELLATION 
POLICY
Requests for cancellation must 
be received, in writing, on or 
before Sept. 20, 2018. Refunds, 
less a $5 non-refundable fee, 
will be processed within 30 
days. No cancellations will be 
accepted after Sept. 20, al-
though agencies may substitute 
registrants up to and including 
the day of the training. Thank 
you for your cooperation.

In Memory
of Anne Skewes
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		  2)  Sexual Assault in Our Culture: Confronting Realities and Addressing Effects
		        Roger Canaff & C.T. Moulton, Justice 3D, Richmond, VA

		  3)  Economic Justice: Accessing Civil Remedies for Survivors
		       Susan Richardson, Esq., Managing Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
		       Mona A. Raza, Esq., Staff Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

11:45 am	 Lunch (provided)
							              		
12:45 pm	 Breakout Sessions (choose one)

		  1)  Investigating Sexual Assault: Tools, Techniques, and Empathy Based Interrogation (EBI)		
                      	       Roger Canaff & C.T. Moulton, Justice 3D, Richmond, VA		

		  2)  Domestic & Sexual Violence Simulations
		        Oct. 4:  
		        In the Shoes of a Sexual Assault Victim
        		        Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley, Radford, VA 
		        Oct. 5:  
		        Why Don’t They Just Leave? An Intensive Domestic Violence Simulation Experience-Part 1
        		        Abuse Alternatives, Inc., Bristol TN/VA

		  3)  Drug Identification, Abuse & Addiction
		        Claytor Lake Regional Narcotics Task Force, Wytheville, VA

2:00 pm	 Break

2:15 pm		 Breakout Sessions (choose one)					   

		  1)  Survivors & Advocates Speak
		        Oct. 4:  
		        Hodgepodge of Trauma and Building Resiliency
        		        Family Resource Center, Inc., Wytheville, VA 
		        Oct. 5:  
		        Why Don’t They Just Leave? An Intensive Domestic Violence Simulation Experence-Part 2
       		         Abuse Alternatives, Inc., Bristol TN/VA

		  2)  The Intersectionality of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault & Substance Use		
	                        David J.H. Garvin, MSW, LMSW, CEO, Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw County, MI

		  3)  Links Between Pet Abuse & Family Violence
		       Michelle Welch, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Richmond, VA

3:30 pm		 Closing Plenary: 	 						    
		  Domestic Violence Legal Update
		  Joey Carico, Esq., Deputy Director, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
		  Panelists:
		  Oct. 4:
		  The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood, Pulaski Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court
		  Dean Manor, Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney (retired), Montgomery County, VA
		  Christopher Tuck, Esq., Christopher Tuck, Attorney & Counselor at Law, P.C., Blacksburg, VA
		  Oct. 5:
		  The Honorable Martha P. Ketron, Tazewell Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court
		  Elizabeth Bruzzo, Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney, Washington County, VA
		  Jim Preas, Haugh & Preas, PLC, Marion, VA
			 
4:45 pm	 Closing Remarks	 						    
		  Anita Robinson, Esq., Managing Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid

This training is also supported, in part, by V-STOP Local Courts Domestic Violence Funding Program Grant #18-04151VA17 
from the Office of the Executive Secretary, Department of Judicial Planning.

Special thanks to The Honorable Elizabeth S. Wills and The Honorable Martha P. Ketron, 
who secured these funds to support training in Wise and Tazewell Counties, respectively.

2018 CONFERENCE SPONSORS



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
KEYNOTE:

A Call to Connection: Making Trauma Personal
Dr. Allison Sampson-Jackson, CEO, Integration Solutions, Inc., Chesterfield, VA
Dr. Brene Brown reminds us that change most often comes from ordinary acts of courage, and not monumental events. Margaret Mead is 
quoted as saying to never believe a small group of dedicated people cannot change the world, indeed it is the only thing that ever has. Once 
we understand Trauma Informed Care, once we get excited about the ways in which it changes the lens through which we understand behav-
ior, once we are “all in,” we then often pause and think, “but where do we start, this seems so big!” This plenary will focus us on the problem of 
ACEs, illustrate statewide and community responses to building resilience in children and parents, and via the work of Dr. Brene Brown, discuss 
the vulnerability it will take each of us to walk into the arena and bravely change the way in which we and our systems engage with youth, fami-
lies and one another.

10:30 AM Breakout Sessions:

Building Community Resilience: The Johnson City, Tennessee Experience
Becky Haas, Coordinator, Community Crime Prevention Programs, Johnson City, TN
Andrea D. Clements, PhD, Professor & Assistant Chair, Department of Psychology, E.T.S.U.
In recent years, the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the Center for Disease Controls (CDC) have indicat-
ed Adverse Childhood Experiences are a significant risk factor leading to addiction and many other life disparities. However, what is predictable 
is preventable. Community resilience can be strengthened by raising awareness.  In this presentation you will hear how ACEs advocates in John-
son City, Tennessee have developed a community-wide Trauma-Informed System of Care that SAMHSA has recognized as a model for other 
cities to follow.  

Sexual Assault in Our Culture: Confronting Realities and Addressing Effects
Roger Canaff & C.T. Moulton, Justice 3D, Richmond, VA
Non-stranger sexual assault cases are unlike any other criminal investigation. Trauma has unique effects on the brain and, in particular, the 
areas of the brain responsible for processing information and remembering facts. Many rape victims experience memory loss to some degree. 
Victims may be able to remember, in great detail, parts of the assault, but, when asked about other aspects, their memories may be fragment-
ed or incomplete. Some officers will make the mistake of discrediting a victim’s statement if elements of the narrative are imprecise or if a vic-
tim cannot recount an event in a clear chronological fashion. These cases are also extremely challenging because, when dealing with adults, the 
most common defense is that the victim consented to the encounter. In this session, we will examine the larger context in which assault occurs, 
discussing the rape “myths” that are prevalent throughout our culture. Accurate statistics for false reporting will also be presented. Finally, we 
will discuss how the criminal justice system can be better equipped to understand and work with both victims of trauma and those who abuse 
them.

Economic Justice: Accessing Civil Remedies for Survivors
Susan Richardson, Esq., Managing Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
Mona A. Raza, Esq., Staff Attorney, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
Because perpetrators are often the sole or primary means of support for victims and their children, very real financial considerations can make it 
tougher for women to leave an abusive relationship. In this session, learn how the justice system can help victims access income, assets, bene-
fits, and more as they transition to a life free of violence. Issues related to separation, divorce, custody and support will also be addressed. 



12:45 PM Breakout Sessions:

Investigating Sexual Assault: Tools, Techniques and Empathy Based Interrogation (EBI)
Roger Canaff & C.T. Moulton, Justice 3D
A victim in a sexual assault case has experienced a traumatic event. If we don’t investigate through a trauma-informed lens we will likely dam-
age our most important piece of evidence. We will do more harm than good. Learn what to look for, how to ask the right questions, and other 
keys to a successful investigation from this former prosecutor and a veteran investigator. Topics to be covered include gathering evidence, 
report writing, establishing lack of consent, and suspect interrogations. 

Domestic & Sexual Violence Simulations:
Oct. 4:  In the Shoes of a Sexual Assault Victim 
Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley
Through this interactive workshop, participants will have the opportunity to walk through the stories of sexual assault victims as they seek 
services, manage relationships, and begin the process of healing.  While we often talk of the services available to sexual assault victims, we 
rarely have the opportunity to put together entire stories of successes and failures as experienced by victims and those close to them.  From the 
professional perspective, understanding the story in its entirety informs participants of the multiple segments of services available.  After the 
interactive portion, participants in this workshop will have the opportunity to debrief their experiences, share what they have learned, and ask 
questions of local advocates.  
Oct. 5:  Why Don’t They Just Leave? An Intensive Domestic Violence Simulation Experience-Part 1 
Abuse Alternatives, Inc.
This intensive simulation experience will provide workshop participants with the opportunity to walk in the shoes of domestic violence survi-
vors from our community. All too often, when we talk about domestic violence we hear people say “Why don’t they just leave?” As participants 
navigate the available community resources, our goal is to bring awareness to the daily struggles that victims of domestic violence face, many 
of which can keep a victim in a violent relationship far longer than he/she would like to be there. We hope that all workshop participants are 
encouraged by this experience and leave with a clearer perspective of the struggles that domestic violence victims face. 

Drug Identification, Abuse & Addiction
Claytor Lake Regional Narcotics Task Force
Misuse of and addiction to opioids – including prescription pain relievers, heroin, and synthetic opioids such as fentanyl – represents a serious 
national crisis, and is experienced in communities large and small across our region. This session focuses on identifying drugs and drug para-
phernalia, and how to recognize the signs and symptoms of their misuse. For those who work with victims and perpetrators alike, being able to 
identify these drugs and to understand something of their pharmacology has become an unlikely - but necessary - “job skill.” Veteran officers 
provide a look behind the scenes…

2:15 PM Breakout Sessions:

Survivors & Advocates Speak:
Oct. 4:  Hodgepodge of Trauma and Building Resiliency 
Family Resource Center, Inc.
In this session, Certified Trauma Specialists Beverly Gray and Karli Meagher discuss “best practices” when victim responses are viewed through 
the lens of trauma. Participants will learn more about identifying the overt and hidden presentations of traumatic stress, and techniques for 
working with survivors to help them manage their symptoms, resolve their memories of trauma and loss, and prepare to cope effectively with 
future challenges. Gray and Meagher will also share information about the Trauma Certification process and trainings available from Family 
Resource Center.



Oct. 5: Why Don’t They Just Leave? An Intensive Domestic Violence Simulation Experience-Part 2
Abuse Alternatives, Inc.
This workshop will offer participants from Part 1 the opportunity to debrief from the simulation experience, share what they have learned, and 
ask questions. This workshop will also offer a unique opportunity for participants to hear firsthand from two survivors who utilized many of the 
services represented in the simulation. 
 
The Intersectionality of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault & Substance Use	
David J.H. Garvin, MSW, LMSW
There is a strong correlation between domestic violence/sexual assault and the use of alcohol or other drugs. But correlation does not equal 
cause/effect nor does it define personal responsibility. Intoxication does not excuse a perpetrator nor justify a person being assaulted or abused. 
In this discussion, in which both offender and survivor alcohol and other drug use will be central, participants will gain understanding of the rela-
tionship between domestic violence/sexual assault and drug use/abuse. This understanding is critical if we are to safely and effectively intervene 
and/or interrupt the perpetrator’s behaviors and support the survivor.

Links Between Pet Abuse & Family Violence
Michelle Welch, Esq., Senior Assistant Attorney General (VA)
Cruelty to animals and cruelty to humans can be viewed as a continuum. In this session, the director of Virginia’s Animal Law Unit – the first of 
its kind in the U.S. - examines the links between animal abuse and child abuse, domestic violence, sexual abuse, elder abuse, and other personal 
violence. Learn the startling rates of co-occurrence in this eye-opening and thought provoking session, which considers physical animal cruelty 
as both a symptom of child abuse and family violence and a potential predictor of future violence. Specific recommendations are shared for 
family violence programs, child protective services, legal professionals, and others. 

CLOSING PLENARY:  

Domestic Violence Legal Update 	
Joey Carico, Deputy Director, Southwest Virginia Legal Aid
In the closing session of the day, Carico will provide an update on domestic & sexual violence law in Virginia, focusing on changes effective July 
1 of this year. Following his presentation, panel members will discuss these changes and their impact on victims, perpetrators, and those who 
work with victims.
Panelists joining Carico, who will moderate the discussion, are:
Oct. 4:
The Honorable H. Lee Chitwood, Pulaski Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court
Dean Manor, Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney (retired), Montgomery County, VA
Christopher Tuck, Esq., Christopher Tuck, Attorney & Counselor at Law, P.C., Blacksburg, VA
Oct. 5:
The Honorable Martha P. Ketron, Tazewell Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Court
Elizabeth Bruzzo, Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney, Washington County, VA
Jim Preas, Haugh & Preas, PLC, Marion, VA



SPEAKER BIOS
Abuse Alternatives, Inc. provides comprehensive services to victims of domestic violence and their children in the Cities of Bristol TN/VA, 
Washington County, VA and Upper Sullivan County, TN.  Services include 24/7 crisis hotline, 24/7 emergency shelter, information and referral, 
court advocacy, outreach, and community services. Presenters include Shelter/Client Services Director Rachel Barrett and other agency staff.

Roger A. Canaff, J.D., began his years as a prosecutor with the Alexandria, Virginia Office of the Commonwealth’s Attorney in 1997.  During 
his time there he prosecuted many different types of crimes, with a specialty in child abuse, child sexual assault, and juvenile crime.  In 2003 he 
joined the staff of the National Center for the Prosecution of Child Abuse at the American Prosecutors Research Institute in Alexandria, Virginia 
as a Senior Attorney.  In 2005 he returned to active prosecution in Bronx County, New York in that office’s Child Abuse and Sex Unit prosecuting 
both adult and child sexual assault crimes.  In June 2007, he was hired by the New York State Office of the Attorney General as the Deputy Chief 
of the newly formed Sex Offender Management Unit.  After serving for two years in this position, he was hired by the United States Army in 
June of 2009 as a Highly Qualified Expert with the Trial Counsel Assistance Program, US Army Legal Services Agency. As an Army civilian, he 
trained and consulted with military prosecutors specializing in Special Victims issues worldwide. He left federal service in February 2012. He 
re-joined the National District Attorney’s Association as a Fellow in October of 2012 within the National Center for Prosecution of Child Abuse 
where he served until early 2015. In 2017, he partnered officially and is currently associated with the law enforcement training group, Justice3D.	
An experienced child, adolescent, adult, and disabled victims legal expert, Canaff has lectured to prosecutors, law enforcement, medical ex-
perts, advocates and other allied professionals as well as the public. He continues to train and consult internationally, comments on cases for 
various media outlets, and lives and works in New York City.

Joey Carico, Esq., is Deputy Director of Southwest Virginia Legal Aid. An experienced attorney, former commonwealth’s attorney and judge, 
Carico also served as Chief Deputy Attorney General of Virginia from 2003 to 2005. He is a U.S. Army Gulf War Veteran. Carico holds a BA in gov-
ernment from the University of Virginia’s College at Wise, and a J.D. from Samford University’s Cumberland School of Law in Birmingham, AL.

Claytor Lake Regional Narcotics Task Force is a multi-jurisdictional task force made up of Virginia State Police, Pulaski County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Wythe County Sheriff’s Office, Pulaski Police Department, and the Commonwealth Attorney’s Offices of both Wythe and Pulaski Counties. 
Presenters are Barbara Owens, a narcotics investigator with the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office, and Special Agent Michael Carter of the Virginia 
State Police’s Wytheville Field Office.

Dr. Andrea “Andi” Clements is Professor and Assistant Chair in the Department of Psychology at East Tennessee State University. Her 
research has involved preventing health and mental health problems for over 25 years as a developmental psychologist and research methodol-
ogist. Her primary areas of research involve the interplay among trauma, stress, substance abuse, and religiosity. She has been teaching about 
trauma informed care and studying its implementation since 2015. 

Family Resource Center, Inc., founded in 1983, is a non-profit organization providing shelter, education, and support services to adults and 
children who have experienced or been impacted by or exposed to domestic or sexual violence, abuse, or neglect. FRC programs include emer-
gency shelter, individual counseling and advocacy, 24-hour crisis hotline, and community education and awareness. The agency’s service area 
includes the counties of Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth, and Wythe, and the city of Galax. Presenters are Beverly Gray, a licensed clinical social 
worker and certified trauma treatment specialist, and FRC Deputy Director Karli Meagher, also certified as a trauma specialist.

David J. H. Garvin, MSW, LMSW, is chief operating officer of Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw County in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where 
he founded, supervised, and directed the Alternatives to Domestic Aggression Program (ADA). He has been directly involved in the anti-do-
mestic violence movement since 1986 when he founded the ADA Program. Garvin is a co-founder and current chair of the Batterer Intervention 
Services Coalition of Michigan and was selected to serve as the co-chair of the Michigan Governor’s Taskforce on creating standards for batterer 
intervention programs. He has conducted trainings around the country, including serving as a faculty member to the Michigan Judicial Institute 
and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. He assisted in the review of Domestic Violence & The Courtroom, Knowing The Is-
sues…Understanding The Victim: How Judges Can Help? In 2017, he received the Glenn R. Winters Award from the American Judges Association, 
which is given each year “to a lay person who has made a substantial contribution toward improving the image of the judiciary.” 

Becky Haas oversees Community Crime Prevention Programs (CCPP) at the Johnson City Police Department.  Formerly she was the Director 



of the Targeted Community Crime Reduction Project which twice received national recognition. In 2014 TCCRP was awarded the “Outstanding 
Criminal Justice Program of the Year” for the southern region by the National Criminal Justice Association and again in 2016 it received the “Ex-
cellence in Civic Engagement” award from the Met Life Foundation.  She is a passionate advocate of trauma-informed education and has been 
instrumental in creating a city-wide Trauma Informed System of Care now recognized by SAMHSA as city leading the way for other communi-
ties to follow.

Dr. Allison Jackson holds her PhD in Social Work and is a LCSW and CSOTP in Virginia as well as a Certified Facilitator for Dr. Brené Brown’s 
Daring Way™ curriculums (CDWF). Her passion is to bring trauma and resilience informed practices to professionals honored to serve at prom-
ise youth, families and adults in their communities. She lives this passion by providing educational opportunities directly to community mem-
bers as well as to professionals at the direct care and leadership levels of an organization. She is a person of lived experience and a professional 
having provided services via Behavioral Health, Education, Child Welfare and Criminal Justice systems for over 20 years. For 13 years, she served 
within an international healthcare organization first as mentor and finally as their VP of Clinical Operations and National Trauma Informed Ser-
vice Line Leader. Partnering with the National Council of Behavioral HealthCare, she co-led 17 National Trauma Informed Care Implementation 
Teams through the Council’s Trauma Informed Learning Collaborative. 
Today, Dr. Jackson is the CEO of Integration Solutions, where she is responsible for providing supportive and effective consultation and training 
to human service organizations incorporating evidence based trauma informed care practices with the youth, families, and adults they serve.

C.T. Moulton recently retired as a Special Victims Detective from Henrico Police in Richmond, Virginia.  She was a law enforcement officer for 
over 20 years, and during that time did many trainings internally in her department, throughout Virginia and nationally.  She currently serves on 
Virginia’s Child First faculty, providing training on child forensic interviewing and investigation of child sexual assault.  She was recognized for 
her work as a team member twice receiving the Henrico County Police Division Meritorious Award, and was also a key member of the Henrico 
County Child Advocacy Center Multidisciplinary Team which was recognized as the best in the state in 2015.  In 2017, Moulton joined the team 
of Justice 3D, a company which provides cutting edge training and consulting nationally in the areas of child abuse, sexual assault and domestic 
violence.

Mona A. Raza, Esq., is a staff attorney in Legal Aid’s Christiansburg Field Office where her practice focuses on domestic violence and family 
law cases. She was previously a staff attorney for ChildLaw Services, Inc., in Princeton, West Virginia, and was in private practice in Roanoke for 
five years. Raza is a graduate of the University of Virginia, where she holds a B.A. in psychology. She received a J.D. from Washington and Lee 
University School of Law.

Susan Richardson, Esq., is managing attorney of Southwest Virginia Legal Aid’s Christiansburg Field Office. She previously served the agency 
as a staff attorney for eight years, and was in private practice for almost two years in Christiansburg. Richardson holds a B.A. in English from 
Virginia Tech and earned her J.D. at the Appalachian School of Law.	

Michelle Welch, Senior Assistant Attorney General, is the director of the Animal Law Unit in the Virginia Attorney General’s Office. She is 
charged with taking all animal law questions in Virginia, and is called on by agencies all across the Commonwealth to act as a special prosecutor 
in animal cruelty and animal fighting cases. She has also been appointed a special Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Virginia 
to aid in animal fighting prosecutions. Welch has trained on this subject internationally, in Greece in 2015 and again in 2017, and in 2016 she 
addressed members of Parliament on dogfighting, sharing lessons learned about the crime in the U.S. 
Welch is a senior faculty member for the Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (APA), chairs that group’s Animal Law Curriculum Advisory Com-
mittee, and is also adjunct faculty for Animal Law at both the University of Richmond Law School and William & Mary Law School. Her many 
honors include being named one of the Top 10 Animal Defenders in the Nation by the Animal Legal Defense Fund in 2013, and she was also 
presented with the Albert Schweitzer medal for her work on behalf of animals in 2012 by the Animal Welfare Institute.

Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley, located in Radford, VA, is a non-profit, human service organization, providing pro-
grams and services to adult and child victims of sexual and domestic violence. Since 1977, the Women’s Resource Center - the oldest such center 
in Virginia - has provided hope and help to those who need it in Virginia’s New River Valley. Presenters include Laura Beth Weaver ( Assistant 
Director), Chris Durner (Sexual Assault Program & Legal Advocacy Coordinator), and other agency staff.



REGISTRATION
For best rates, register online on or before September 20. 

To register online for the Oct. 4 & 5 domestic violence conferences, visit

https://swvalegalaid.regfox.com/breaking-the-cycle
PLEASE NOTE: Advance registration deadline is Sept. 20, 2018. Registrations received in our office after Sept. 20 will be considered late 

registrations and will be subject to the $40 registration fee. If you have questions, please call (276) 783-8300, ext. 2009 or 2012.
Registrations cannot be accepted by phone. 

To register by mail: Complete and submit this form, along with your check made payable to Southwest Virginia Legal Aid, to:

SVLAS, 227 W. Cherry St., Marion, VA 24354 
Name:		  __________________________________________________________________

Address:	 __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:	 __________________________________________________________________

Conference Date & Location (choose one):  _____ Oct. 4, Christiansburg, Va.     ____ Oct. 5, Abingdon, Va.

Morning Breakout Session (choose one):

	 _____ Building Community Resilience	 _____ Sexual Assault in Our Culture	 _____ Economic Justice for Survivors

1st Afternoon Breakout Session (choose one):

	 _____ Investigating Sexual Assault	 _____ Domestic & Sexual Violence Simulations 	 _____ Drug Identification

2nd Afternoon Breakout Session (choose one):

	 _____ Survivors & Advocates Speak     _____ Intersection of Domestic Violence & Substance Use    _____ Pet Abuse & Family Violence

Question for Domestic Violence Legal Update Panel (required):  __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration fee (choose one):  _____ $30 for registrations received on or before Sept. 20 _____ $40 for registrations received after Sept. 20

Fees include lunch & both morning and afternoon break refreshments.

Certification of Attendance & Continuing Education Credits:

All registrants will receive a certificate of attendance. For those seeking continuing education credits for this training, please indicate which certi-
fication you are requesting for your participation:

		  ___CLE credits for magistrates & clerks  ___CLE credits for attorneys  ____PIC-3 credits for law enforcement

CANCELLATION POLICY: Requests for cancellation must be received in writing on or before Sept. 20, 2018. Refunds, less a $5 non-refund-
able processing fee, will be processed within 30 days. No cancellations will be accepted after Sept. 20, 2018, although agencies may substi-
tute registrants up to and including the day of the training. Thank you for your cooperation.


