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Brooke Astor. People Magazine. August 27, 2007



Assessment of Older Adults with Diminished Capacity: A Handbook for Psychologists, American Bar 
Association Commission on Law and Aging, American Psychological Society, Association 
Assessment of Capacity in Older Adults Project Working Group, p. 29, 2008. 

Clinical Capacity

has capacity

Capacity ‘Judgement’

diminished capacity

has capacity

lacks capacity lacks capacity

dynamic, over time one time



Assessment of Older Adults with Diminished Capacity: A Handbook for 
Psychologists, American Bar Association Commission on Law and 
Aging, American Psychological Society, Association Assessment of 
Capacity in Older Adults Project Working Group, p.117, 2008. 

Undue Influence



“Temple of Heaven with Tarere (Little 
Peach) aged 10,” Brooke Astor,  
Bĕijīng, 1912. Personal collection. 



Astor, Brooke. Patchwork Child. New 
York: Random House. 1962 



Left:  Vincent Astor with sister 
Alice at ‘Ferncliffe’ in Rhinebeck, 
NY. 

Below: Last Will & Testament, 
June 26, 1958. Re: The Vincent 
Astor Foundation



Brooke Astor, President, The Vincent Astor 
Foundation beginning January 27, 1960 (at age 
59) until 1997 (at age 95).



Brooke Astor. Photographer: Mark Peterson/
CORBIS for The New York Times Magazine,



Brooke Astor (at age 96) and President 
Clinton, 1998. Photographer: Harry Hamburg.



“Disaster for Mrs. Astor,” 
Stunning Court 
Allegations. New York Daily 
News, July 26, 2006, Getty 
Images, New York Daily 
News archives. 



Buddy and Brooke Marshall, 
Tony Kuser (Brooke’s son, 
who, at 18, changed his last 
name to Marshall). Tyringham, 
Massachusetts (?), circa 1933. 



Major General John H. Russell, 
16th Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. 



Letter to Anthony Marshall from his grandfather John Henry 
Russell. October 29, 1935



Anthony D. Marshall with his 
mother, Brooke Astor,1992. 
Photograph: Bill Cunningham, 
The New York Times.  



Geller, Andy. “Brooke’s 
Shame Over Her 
Slacker Son.” New York 
Post. October, 9, 2009



Anthony Dryden Marshall and Elizabeth Cryan Marshall. 1950s. 



Charlene Marshall and Anthony Marshall. The New 
York Times, July 29, 2006. “Charlene and Anthony D. 
Marshall at Brooke Astor’s 100th birthday party at 
the Rockefeller estate, Kykuit, in Pocantico Hills, N.Y., 
March 2002.” Photograph: Bill Cunningham. 



Annette de la Renta and David Rockefeller at Brooke Astor’s 
funeral, St. Thomas Church, New York, August 17, 2007. New York 
Daily News. 



Brooke Astor and Chris Ely, Briarcliff Manor, NY. 2003. 



Brooke Astor with caregivers and Starr-Marshall family. ‘Holly 
Hill,’ Briarcliff Manor, New York. Summer, 2007. 



 Above: Perdue, Alice 
Macycove. Brooke Astor’s 
Court: An Insider’s Story. 
Createspace, 2015. 
Left: Letter from 
Brooke Astor to Alice 
Perdue. April 17, 1996. 



Brooke Astor’s 102th birthday ‘party.’ From left: Charlene 
Marshall (hand), Francis X. Morrissey Jr., Brooke Astor, 
Anthony Marshall, Reverend Canon John Andrews. 
Photograph: Alec Marshall. March 2004. 



“Mom, I’d like you to meet Mr. Morrissey, he’ gonna be handling 
your estate…” New York Post. August 9, 2006.



Philip and his father, Tony Marshall. Northeast Harbor Maine. 
1980s. 



Letter from Brooke “Gaga” 
[sic] to Nan and Philip. 
March 13, 1997



Supreme Court of the United States. The People of the State of 
New York -against- Anthony Marshall, Francis Morrissey. 
Indictment n.d. (on copy)

Scheme to Defraud



Durable Power 
of Attorney. 
Brooke Russell 
Astor to 
Anthony 
Marshall and 
Henry 
Christensen III. 
Dated, May 18, 
2000. 

Power of Attorney



Letter to Howard Fillit, M.D., from Anthony D. Marshall 
neurologist, gerontologist, December 26, 2000.  Page 1

Alzheimer’s



“Death Wish: Astor’s stunning jab at her son.”New York Post. May 6, 2009. 



Letter to Howard Fillet, M.D., from Anthony D. Marshall neurologist, 
gerontologist, December 26, 2000.  Page 2

Alzheimer’s  



Brooke Astor was not all there, ex-butler Chris Ely says in trial 
of Astor's son Anthony Marshall. Joanna Molloy, New York Daily 
News, June 9, 2009. Sketch: Jane Rosenberg. 



Letter to Mrs. Vincent Astor from 
Kofi A. Annan. January 2, 2001. 



“Senior Moment.” New York Post. May 22, 2009. (Re: Henry Kissinger 
asked by Brooke Astor who Kofi Annan was. January 2003.)



New York Post. May 20, 2009.  (Philip Marshall, re: testimony about 
Easter lunch, 2001



“Brooke Astor celebrating her 100th birthday at 
the New York Public Library.” Fiori, Pam. Sotheby’s 
Magazine. August 20, 2012. Photograph: Don 
Pollard.



Cakes at Brooke Astor’s100th-birthday party hosted by David 
Rockefeller, Pocantico Hills, New York. March 2002.  



Brooke Astor and David Rockefeller (right), who hosted her 
100th-birthday party at the Rockefeller estate, Pocantico 
Hills, New York, March 2002.  



Last Will and Testament of 
Brooke Russell Astor, Dated: 
January 30, 2002. Sullivan & 
Cromwell,  Attorneys at Law.  
Article Sixth (I) re: Henry 
Christiansen IIII. 

Mrs. Astor’s Place,” Location: 
The New York Observer. 
Cover. n.d. 



Above: Brooke Astor’s Library, 
778 Park Avenue, New York, 
circa 2007. 
Left: Childe Hassam. Flags, Fifth 
Avenue painting in Brooke 
Astor’s Library, 778 Park 
Avenue, NY, May 23, 2001. 



Kovaleski, Serge.  “A Painting Becomes Part of the 
Astor’s Family’s Legal Warfare.” The New York Times, 
September 1, 2006



Pine Hill Road, Bernardsville, NJ. Google Maps, 2006. 



August 13th. 2003 Terry Christensen (TC) came to visit 
BRA. I took him upstairs to her bedroom, she was 
sitting on the sofa facing the window.  

I did not overhear any of the conversation but I was 
told some of what was said by Marie the Nurse’s aid.

TC "that in order to resolve the rift between the 
Marshalls and Mrs. Astor it would be nice if she took 
some of the money set aside in the will for her charities 
and left it to Cm [Charlene] and her daughters… 1

Chris Ely’s notes re $5m gift from Brooke Astor 
(BRA) to Henry Christensen (TC).  August 13, 2003



‘The Astor Diaries: Staffs 
secret journals,” New York 
Post. November 16, 2008

Holly Hill, Briarcliff 
Manor, New York, New 
York. 2007. Anthony 
Marshall visiting his 
mother, Brooke Astor



‘Cove End,’ Northeast Harbor, Maine. 1980s. Photograph: Philip C. 
Marshall



Brooke Astor hiking on Mount 
Desert Island, Maine. Photograph: 
Alec Marshall

Brooke Astor at ‘Cove End,’ her 
summer home in Northeast Harbor, 
Maine. Courtesy Condé Nast 
Archives/© Karen Radkai/Empire 
Editions.



Picking garden, ’Cove End,’ Northeast Harbor, Maine. 1980s. 
Photograph: Philip C. Marshall



McIntire, Mike. “Brooke Astor’s Maine Estate Now Belongs to Her Son’s 
Wife.” The New York Times. July 29. 2009.  (“The series of land transfers, 
carried out between May and November 2003, left Mrs. Astor with 
nothing in Northeast Harbor except memories of a bygone era…”)



Picking garden and 
greenhouse, ’Cove End,’ 
Northeast Harbor, 
Maine. 2007. 
Photographs: LH. 



Major General John H. Russell, 
16th Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. Anthony 
Marshall’s grandfather. 



Letter to Henry Christensen III, Esq. Sullivan and Cromwell 
from Anthony D. Marshall. July 22, 2003

Retroactive salary increase



“General Russell,” Hudson River, New York City. April 23, 
2006. Photograph: Alec Marshall 



Top left: New York Public Library, 
Reading Room
Top right: Pierrepont Morgan 
Library & Museum, East Room.
Bottom left: Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, east façade

Vincent Astor Foundation Trust 
beneficiaries, select (before First Codicil)



First and Final Codicil, Last 
Will and Testament of 
Brooke Russell Astor. 
Dated: December 18, 
2003. Executed by Henry 
Christensen III, Senior 
Partner, Trust and Estates, 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

First and Final Codicil



Letter to Henry Christensen III from Anthony Marshall. January 
4, 2004

First codicil



Morrissey files. FM 00534

Power of Attorney (after First Codicil)



Letter from G. 
Warren Whitaker 
to Henry 
Christiansen, III, 
signed by Brooke 
Astor, re: Brooke 
Russell Astor 
[Power of 
Attorney], 
February 4, 2004, 
two versions.

Power of Attorney (after First Codicil)



Second Codicil to the Will of Brooke Russell Astor. January 12, 
2004. 

Second Codicil



Left: “Mommy Dearest,” Tatler 
Magazine, November 2009.   

Below: Memo. Date: 11/19/04. To: 
Files. From: Francis X. Morrissey. 
Jr., Re: Brooke Astor, Date: 
11/12/4. (One of multiple versions 
of memo to file regarding 
execution of the Second Codicil, 
November 12, 2004.)

Second Codicil



Appointment of Successor Trustee and Co-Executor. Anthony Marshall. 
Day, Berry & Howard, LLP. January 21, 2004. 

Second Codicil



Letter to Henry Christensen III from G. Warren Whitaker, Re: Brooke 
Russel [sic] Astor. Revised Draft, January 30, 2004. Morrissey files.

Second Codicil



“Tony Marshall and his lawyer Frank Morrissey took Mrs. Astor in to the 
Library…” New York Post. November 16, 2008

Second Codicil (execution)



“Senior Moment.” New York Post. May 5, 2009. (Re: 
Philippe de Montebello, April 2004 tea with Brooke 
Astor.)



Anthony Marshall at theater hosting Long Day’s Journey into Night. 
June 6, 2003. Photograph: Philip C. Marshall



Retrieved June 27, 2007. (Removed by September 16, 2007.) 



‘Holly Hill,” Briarcliff Manor, 
New York. 1981. Photograph: 
Philip C. Marshall

Third Codicil

Living room, Brooke Astor’s 
apartment, 778 Park Avenue, 
New York, New York. Circa 
2000. Photograph: Philip C. 
Marshall 



Third Codicil to the Will of Brooke Russell Astor. March 3, 2004

Third Codicil



Memorandum to Anthony Marshall from Francis X. Morrissey, Jr. March 4, 
2004. DBH 000872

Memorandum (after Third Codicil)



Gus. R. Lesnevich, Forensic Document Examiner, to Susan Robbins, Esq., 
Miller Canfield. Re: Handwriting Analysis: Brooke Astor. Report Examination. 
October 18, 2006. 

Third Codicil (signature)



Memorandum to files from Francis X. Morrissey, / G. Warren Witaker. 
Date: August 23, 2005. Re: Estate of Brooke Russel [sic] Astor. 

Estate ‘planning’



Memorandum to files from Francis X. Morrissey, / G. Warren Witaker. 
Date: August 23, 2005. Re: Estate of Brooke Russel [sic] Astor. 

Estate ‘planning’



Front page, New York Daily 
News, July 26, 2006, 
Headline: Disaster for Mrs. 
Astor, Stunning Court 
Allegations. Getty Images, 
New York Daily News 
archives. 



Guardianship Petition by 
Philip Marshall for Brooke 
Astor, Supreme Court of 
the State of New York, July 
14, 2006, draft.



Guardianship of Brooke Astor. Judge John E. H. Stackhouse, 
December 4, 2006

“Although this matter voluntarily settled before 
the hearing, I find the petitioner Philip Marshall 
was the prevailing party…” 
“I make this ruling based on the conclusion of 
the court evaluator that the allegations in the 
petition regarding Mrs. Astor’s medical and 
dental care, and the other allegations of 
intentional elder abuse by the Marshalls, were 
not substantiated.” 

Elder Abuse



Brooke Astor's Son 
and Son's Attorney 
Are Indicted by a 
New York Grand 
Jury on Charges 
Alleging They 
Conspired to 
Defraud and Steal 
Millions From Her 
Estate, FindLaw.com, 
November 2007

Indictment

http://FindLaw.com


Cohen, Stefanie; Italiano, 
Laura and Dareh 
Gregorian. “She’s Astor 
Rich.” New York Post. 
November 29, 2007. 



Alec Marshall and Philip Marshall with Liz Loewy, lead prosecutor 
for the Manhattan DA. Day of testifying in criminal court. May 19. 
2009. Photograph:  Bloomberg via Getty Images

Trial



New York Post. May 6, 
2009. Reporting on 
criminal trail. 

Trial



Gordon, Meryl. Vanity Fair. September 2009. p. 286.  

Trial



‘Fess up Dad,” New 
York Daily News. May 
21, 2009

Trial



Brooke Astor’s 102th birthday ‘party.’ From left: Charlene 
Marshall (hand), Francis X. Morrissey Jr., Brooke Astor, 
Anthony Marshall, Reverend Canon John Andrews. 
Photograph: Alec Marshall. March 2004. 



The New York Times, 
October 9, 2009. 

Trial
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